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Introduction 


French  as  a second  language  in  Alberta  generally  refers  to  courses  in  which  French  is 
taught  as  a subject  often  between  20  to  40  minutes  a day  in  order  that  students  may 
develop  communication  skills  and  cultural  understanding  in  French.  French  as  a second 
language  is  offered  on  an  optional  basis  at  the  provincial  level.  At  the  local  level, 
several  school  jurisdictions,  often  in  consultation  with  their  community,  have  chosen  to 
offer  French  as  a second  language  as  a regular  course  in  their  school  program  to  all 
students,  particularly  at  the  elementary  and  junior  high  school  levels. 

Current  Programs 

Three  programs  in  French  as  a second  language  developed  in  1980  are  available  in 
Alberta;  a nine-year  sequence  from  grades  4 to  12;  a six-year  sequence  from  gn:*ades  7 to 
12;  and,  a three-year  sequence  from  grades  10  to  12.  Each  program  specifies  general 
goals  and  minimum  expectations  for  listening,  speaking,  reading,  writing  and  cultural 
understanding  at  the  end  of  grades  6,  9 and  12,  depending  on  the  entry  point  of  the 
program. 

Program  Revision 

French  as  a second  language  programs  are  being  revised  to  render  them  more  effective 
and  current.  Firstly,  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  simplify  the  multiplicity  of  programs 
by  developing  one  program  with  three  well-defined  levels  of  competency;  BEGINNING 
(Debutant),  INTERMEDIATE  (Intermediaire),  ADVANCED  (Avance).  Secondly,  the 
program  is  intended  to  incorporate  current  knowledge  about  second  language  acquisition 
and  curriculum  design.  Thirdly,  the  program  is  intended  to  enhance  communicative 
language  development  of  students  in  French  along  a continuum  of  communicative 
growth.  Lastly,  the  program  is  intended  to  maintain  present  flexibility  at  the  local 
jurisdiction  level  in  order  that  school  boards  might  offer  French  as  a second  language  at 
grade  levels  which  correspond  to  community  aspirations  and  available  financial  and 
human  resources. 
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Features  of  the  New  Program 


The  new  program  will  contain  three  clearly  defined  basic  levels  of  abilities,  knowledge 
and  communicative  growth;  BEGINNING,  INTERMEDIATE,  ADVANCED.  Each  level 
will  specify  learner  expectations  in  the  areas  of  language  experience  and  communication, 
cultural  knowledge  and  understanding,  language  system  understanding  (i.e.  sounds, 
symbols  vocabulary  and  grammar)  and  use  and  knowledge  of  strategies  for  learning 
languages.  This  multidimensional  curricular  approach  reflects  what  is  known  currently 
about  second  language  learning. 

Time  Allotments 

The  proposed  French  as  a second  language  curriculum  is  based  on  current  recommended 
minimum  time  allotments;  90  hours  per  year  at  the  elementary  school  level;  100  hours 
per  year  at  the  junior  high  school  level;  and  125  hours  per  year  at  the  senior  high  school 
level.  Although  provincial  time  allotments  for  French  as  a second  language  are  not 
mandated,  it  is  recommended  that  French  be  offered  for  at  least  an  average  of  30  to  40 
minutes  a day  at  the  elementary  and  junior  high  school  levels.  Sufficient  exposure  time 
will  be  an  important  contributing  factor  in  attaining  a successful  level  of  student 
language  proficiency. 

Program  Implementation 

School  jurisdictions  are  advised  to  implement  the  French  as  a second  language  program 
at  the  grade  level(s)  (ECS,  grades  1,  4,  7,  10)  where  appropriate  human  and  financial 
resources  and  community  support  are  available.  It  is  anticipated  that  students  will  need 
two  to  three  years  to  complete  each  level,  depending  on  their  motivation,  maturity  and 
time  allotted  by  the  school.  With  a start  in  grade  4 or  earlier,  students  will  have  the 
possibility  of  completing  the  Advanced  level  of  French  as  a second  language  proficiency 
by  the  end  of  grade  12. 

Table  1 presents  a few  alternative  ways  in  which  the  three  levels  of  the  French  as  a 
second  language  program  might  be  implemented.  Each  level  consists  of  three  sublevels: 
Beginning  1 (Bi),  Beginning  2 (B2),  Beginning  3 (B3),  Intermediate  1 (Ii),  Intermediate  2 
(I2),  Intermediate  3 (I3),  Advanced  1 (Ai),  Advanced  2 (A2),  Advanced  3 (A3). 
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TABLE  1 


Alternative  Ways  to  Implement  the  French  as  a Second  Language  Program 


ALTERNATIVE 

12  3 


GRADE 

456  789 


10  11  12 


Alternative  #1 


65  hours  per  year 
5 20-minute  periods 
per  week 


Bi  B2  B3 

90  hours  per  year 
5 30-minute  periods 
per  week 

B2/3  II 

90  hours  per  year 
5 30-minute  periods 
per  week 


II  I2  I3 

100  hours  per  year 
4 40-minute  periods 
per  week 

I1/2  I2/3  Ai 

100  hours  per  year 
4 40-minute  periods 
per  week 


Ai  A2  A3 

125  hours  per  year 
5 40-minute  periods 
per  week 

A2  A3 

125  hours  per  year 
5 40-minute  periods 
per  week 


Alternative  #2  Bi  Bi/2  B2 


Alternative  #3 


Bi/2  B2/3  B3  Ii 

100  hours  per  year 
4 40-minute  periods 
per  week 


I1/2  I2/3  Ai 

125  hours  per  year 
5 40-minute  periods 
per  week 


Alternative  #4 


Bi/2  B2/3  I1/2 

125  hours  per  year 
5 40-minute  periods 
per  week 


Alternative  #1  is  the  recommended  alternative  as  it  will  allow  students  to  attain  the 
Advanced  level  of  language  proficiency.  Moreover,  basic  learning  resources  are  more 
readily  available  in  Canada  for  French  as  a second  language  programs  with  a grade  four 
entry  point. 

Teacher  Language  Proficiency 

Teachers  should  possess  at  least  one  or  two  proficiency  levels  higher  than  the  proposed 
level  to  be  taught.  For  example,  a Beginning  level  program  should  be  taught  by  a 
teacher  possessing  Intermediate  level  or  higher  proficiency  and  an  Intermediate  level 
program  should  be  taught  by  a teacher  possessing  Advanced  level  or  higher  proficiency. 
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A teacher  possessing  Intermediate  level  knowledge  and  skills  would  be  able  to  compre- 
hend orally  and  in  writing  the  meaning  of  a text  or  oral  communication  about  everyday 
familiar  subjects.  S/he  will  be  able  to  express  orally  and  in  writing  a series  of  ideas  in 
French  which  are  most  often  prepared  but  sometimes  spontaneous.  Also,  the  teacher 
with  Intermediate  proficiency  will  be  able  to  describe  essential  aspects  of  francophone 
cultures. 

A teacher  possessing  Advanced  level  proficiency  will  be  able  to  understand  orally  and  in 
writing  the  meaning  of  the  major  and  supporting  ideas  of  an  oral  or  written  text  which 
contains  both  familiar  and  unfamiliar  ideas.  The  teacher  with  Advanced  level  profi- 
ciency will  be  able  to  express  her/himself  in  coherent  oral  or  written  communications  in 
a spontaneous  manner  about  concrete  topics  such  as  background,  family,  interest,  work, 
travel  and  current  events.  S/he  will  also  understand  the  essential  contributions  of  fran- 
cophone cultures  to  society  and  be  able  to  interpret  contemporary  francophone  life  and 
understand  and  use  basic  second  language  learning  strategies. 

Basie  teacher  education  in  second  language  methodology  is  very  important.  Teachers 
need  to  possess  knowledge  about  second  language  acquisition  and  demonstrate  the  skills 
required  to  develop  communicative  abilities  and  cultural  understanding. 

A positive  teacher  attitude  towards  the  French  language  and  culture  is  a further  essen- 
tial factor  in  fostering  positive  student  attitudes. 

Curriculum  Design 

The  French  as  a second  language  program  reflects  two  design  approaches;  proficiency 
levels  and  the  multidimensional  curriculum  proposed  by  the  National  Core  French  Study. 

Proficiency  Levels 

Proficiency  refers  to  the  ability  to  communicate  effectively  in  real-life  situations. 

This  concept  assists  us  in  defining  what  it  means  to  know  and  use  a language  at  various 
stages  of  language  development  by  describing  typical  language  learner  performance 
along  a range  of  possible  levels  of  competence.  The  descriptions  are  based  on  teacher 
and  learner  classroom  experience  and  indicate  communicative  growth  along  a progression 
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or  continuum.  Each  level  subsumes  all  previous  levels;  successive  levels  are 
characterized  by  overlap  and  refinement.  The  levels  Beginning,  Intermediate  and 
Advanced  describe  an  expanding  access  to  the  second  language  through  nine  sub-levels. 

Multidimensional  Curriculum 


The  multidimensional  curriculum  design  integrates  experiential/communicative,  culture, 
language  and  general  language  education  components. 

Experience/Communication  Component 

The  Experience/Communication  component  presents  fields  of  experience  in  which 
communication  can  take  place.  These  fields  of  experience  represent  aspects  of  reality 
about  which  the  learner  has  already  acquired  knowledge,  attitudes  and  behaviours  from 
her/his  personal  experience.  A minimum  number  of  fields  of  experience  are  prescribed 
at  each  level  of  language  proficiency  in  order  that  students  may  relate  their  learning  to 
their  life  experience.  These  fields  of  experience  allow  the  student  to  interact  with  the 
environment  through  the  communicative  processes  of  comprehension,  production  and 
negotiation  of  meaning. 

Communication  as  the  expression,  interpretation  and  negotiation  of  meaning  (ideas  and 
experiences)  consists  of  three  processes.  Comprehension  refers  to  the  process  of 
deriving  meaning  or  significance  from  an  oral  or  written  text.  Production  refers  to  the 
process  of  developing  oral  and  written  texts  which  take  into  account  the  context  of  the 
communication:  participants,  topic,  purpose  and  intent  of  the  communication. 

Negotiation  refers  to  the  interaction  process  in  which  participants  in  a communication 
adjust  their  needs  and  intention  to  those  of  others  and  vice  versa.  The  communicative 
learning  experience  for  students  should  provide  interaction  with  a variety  of  French 
language  speakers,  situations  and  texts,  authentic  language  use  with  attention  to 
meaning,  and  personal  involvement. 

Culture  Component 

Culture  refers  to  the  sum  total  of  life  including  identity,  language,  historical  and 
contemporary  manifestations  and  artifacts,  systems  of  non-verbal  communication, 
history  and  ways  of  doing  things.  The  culture  component  addresses  the  presence  of 
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francophones,  their  history,  daily  life  activities  and  language  variations  as  a means  of 
understanding  their  contemporary  situation.  A primary  objective  is  to  develop 
sensitivity  to  the  francophone  cultures  by  moving  progressively  from  the  local,  to  the 
regional,  provincial,  national  and  international  levels. 

Language  Component 

The  language  component  is  interpreted  as  the  sound-symbol  system,  vocabulary, 
grammar  and  discourse  elements  which  are  needed  to  convey  and  enhance 
communication. 

General  Language  Education  Component 

The  general  language  education  component  emphasizes  the  development  of  cognitive, 
socio-affective  and  metacognitive  learning  strategies.  Cognitive  strategies  include 
making  associations  between  words,  identifying  key  words  and  ideas,  reasoning 
deductively  and  inductively  and  using  linguistic  clues.  Socio-affective  strategies  include 
taking  risks  wisely,  asking  for  clarification  or  becoming  aware  of  others’  thoughts  and 
feelings.  Metacognitive  strategies  include  the  ability  to  concentrate  on  a task,  plan  a 
learning  experience  and  monitor  one’s  learning.  These  strategies  together  facilitate 
awareness  of  the  learning  process  and  their  application  to  learning  a second  language. 

The  four  components  complement  each  other  with  each  component  presenting  a different 
perspective.  The  Experience/Communication  component  fosters  language  experience  in 
order  to  express,  interpret  or  negotiate  meaning.  The  culture  component  focuses  on  the 
characteristics  and  features  of  the  ideas,  experiences,  products,  behaviours  and  symbols 
which  are  representative  of  francophone  cultures  locally,  nationally  and  internationally. 
The  language  component  identifies  the  linguistic  elements  needed  to  communicate  in  a 
specific  context.  The  general  language  education  component  presents  the  specific 
actions  or  techniques  that  learners  deploy  to  learn  a second  language  and  develop  their 
thinking  skills. 

Evaluating  Student  Progress 

Student  evaluation  generally  refers  to  a planned  process  of  determining  how  well 
students  have  achieved  the  objectives  of  the  program.  The  successful  measure  of 
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student  achievement  in  French  as  a second  language  will  depend  on  teachers'  ability  to 
understand  and  implement  the  intents  of  the  proposed  program.  The  use  of  teacher 
judgement,  observation  skills,  projects,  simulations,  self-evaluation,  and  authentic 
situations  will  play  a greater  role  in  testing  performance  in  French.  The  development 
and  use  of  appropriate  descriptive  indicators  of  success  will  be  a challenge  in  a 
curriculum  which  highlights  integrative  communicative  tasks  rather  than  discrete 
linguistic  elements.  Teacher  inservice  will  need  to  be  undertaken  in  this  area  and  test 
instruments  will  need  to  be  developed  in  order  to  integrate  the  philosophy  of  a 
multidimensional  curriculum. 

Contribution  of  the  National  Core  French  Study 

Essentially,  the  National  Core  French  Study  has  been  a useful  reference  for  curriculum 
designers  in  Alberta.  Alberta  Education  participated  in  this  five-year  study  and  has 
integrated  dimensions  of  the  multidimensional  curriculum  model  into  the  proposed 
program  of  studies  for  French  as  a second  language. 

The  National  Core  French  Study  has  developed  a model  multidimensional  curriculum  for 
French  as  a second  language  which  includes  four  syllabuses  ; communicative- 
experiential,  culture,  language  and  general  language  education.  This  study  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  Canadian  Association  of  Second  Language  Teachers  and  funded  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  will  also  publish  support  documents  dealing  with  student  evaluation 
and  professional  development.  Moreover,  three  model  teaching  units  at  the  grade  6,  8 
and  10  levels  have  been  prepared.  The  final  documents  will  be  published  by  the  summer 
of  1990.  Alberta  Education  will  arrange  to  make  available  to  school  boards  the  finalized 
versions  of  documents  emanating  from  the  National  Core  French  Study. 

Distance  Education  in  Alberta 

Alberta  Education  has  developed  three  modules  for  a beginning  distance  education  course 
in  French  as  a second  language  and  has  working  drafts  of  five  modules.  The  completed 
modules  consist  of  student  print  and  visual  material  with  audio  scripts  for  assignments, 
teleconferencing  lessons  and  dramatization.  This  project  was  cancelled  because  of 
financial  restraint.  Alberta  Education  is  willing  to  share  the  experience  and  products 
developed  in  this  project  with  interested  stakeholders. 
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Alberta  Education  plans  to  complete  this  project  by  designing  a Beginning  level  basic 
learning  resource  which  could  be  used  at  the  grade  7 and  grade  10  entry  points  in  a 
distance  learning  or  regular  classroom  mode.  However,  this  project  is  contingent  on 
financial  resources  being  available  in  the  next  two  or  three  years. 

Issues 

The  following  are  the  major  issues  relative  to  French  as  a second  language. 

1.  The  availability  of  French  as  a second  language  teachers  who  have  both  proficiency 
in  the  language  and  second  language  methodology  training  is  lacking. 

2.  The  emphasis  on  traditional  core  courses  for  the  senior  high  school  diploma  and 
university  entrance  requirement  has  seriously  limited  the  number  of  students 
continuing  to  advanced  levels. 

3.  The  societal  value  placed  on  language  learning  in  Alberta  limits  the  offering  of 
continuous  programs  in  French  as  a second  language  which  are  an  integral  part  of 
the  school  program. 

4.  Basic  learning  resources  with  Canadian  content  for  a French  as  a second  language 
program  beginning  in  Grade  10  are  not  available  in  Canada. 

5.  Distance  learning  materials  for  French  as  a second  language  are  not  available  in 
Canada  for  students  at  the  secondary  school  level. 

6.  Teacher  knowledge  and  skill  in  student  evaluation  and  testing  instruments  will  play 
an  enhanced  role  in  student  placement  and  student  progress  decisions  in  a levels 
approach. 

Possibilities  for  Interprovincial  Cooperation 

Interprovincial  cooperation  in  French  as  a second  language  could  be  undertaken  in  the 
following  areas  : 
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1.  Development  of  a basic  learning  resource  for  beginning  students  at  the  secondary 
level  for  regular  classroom  and  distance  learning  delivery. 

2.  Development  of  testing  instruments  and  testing  inservice  package  for  French  as  a 
second  language  teachers  at  elementary  and  secondary  school  levels. 

3.  Curriculum  design  at  the  provincial  level. 

4.  Development  of  criteria  for  learning  resource  development  in  Canada. 

5.  Development  of  teacher  inservice  packages. 
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APPENDIX  "A" 


Rationale  for  French  as  a Second  Language 

French  enjoys  the  status  of  an  official  language  in  Canada.  This  means  that  Canadians 
can  communicate  with  and  be  served  by  federal  institutions  across  the  country  in  both 
English  and  French.  French  is  spoken  by  approximately  one  third  of  the  Canadian 
population  and  is  also  a language  which  is  widely  used  in  the  Western  world.  Learning 
French  is  intended  to  foster  a better  understanding  of  French-speaking  peoples  in  Canada 
and  across  the  world  and  enhance  opportunities  for  students  to  live  and  work  in  parts  of 
Canada  and  perform  well  in  job  situations  where  French  is  a language  of  communication. 

The  learning  of  French  will  allow  students  to  develop  knowledge,  skills  and  attitudes 
which  will  enable  students  to  communicate  in  French.  Communication  in  this  sense 
refers  to  the  expression,  interpretation  and  negotiation  of  ideas  and  experiences. 
Context  and  interaction  among  participants  are  important  aspects  of  communication. 
Students  will  be  able  to  use  French  for  travel,  commerce  or  in  leisure  activities  of 
reading,  listening,  speaking,  writing  and  viewing. 

It  is  important  for  all  students  to  become  aware  and  accepting  of  cultural  diversity  in 
our  society.  This  course  of  studies  will  also  expand  the  cultural  experience  of  students 
beyond  that  of  their  immediate  linguistic  group.  It  will  allow  students  to  develop  an 
understanding  of  the  cultures  of  French-speaking  peoples  in  Canada  and  the  world. 
Culture  refers  to  the  shared  set  of  understandings,  patterns  of  social  interaction,  beliefs 
and  behaviors  which  constitute  a group’s  view  of  reality. 

Development  of  thinking  skills  and  learning  strategies  is  an  important  part  of  life-long 
learning.  Learning  French,  in  this  case,  will  enhance  language  skills  in  general  and  foster 
an  understanding  about  the  nature  and  role  of  language  and  culture  in  our  lives. 
Acquisition  of  second  language  learning  strategies  will  enable  students  to  more  effec- 
tively participate  in,  monitor,  direct  and  transfer  her/his  language  learning  to  new  life 
situations. 
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APPENDIX  "B" 


French  as  a Second  Language  Enrollments  in  Alberta  for  1989/90 


Grades 


No.  of  Students 


12 

11 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

K 

Total 


34,720 


52,894 


65,671 


8,476 
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